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Hassein, Sherif of Mecca through the efforts of
the valiant Feisal, became paramount, and King of
the Hedjaz. When Sultan Vahededdin, the Caliph,
fled from his Constantinople palace by a side door
and boarded the British warship Malaya, he sent out
a cry for protection and assistance to Hassein in
Mecca. The cry went unheeded, and Vahededdin
was first to find asylum in Malta and later in San
Remo, where he shortly died. Hassein, King of the
Hedjaz, now a much older man, and his soul still
bleeding because his son's efforts and not his own had
added to his lustre, had reason in ignoring the
departing and deposed Caliph. He saw himself,
firmly entrenched as he was in Mecca, as the leader
of the Muslim world. He wanted to have himself
proclaimed Caliph, but the Muslims of Egypt, India
and elsewhere were far from willing to endorse his
candidature.
Hassein was not only old and senile, but he had
now grown querulous, and though having sons who
could have relieved him of much responsibility, he
preferred to retain every administrative string in his
hands. This did not make for efficiency or goodwill,
for Hassein had completely failed to grasp the
change in Arabia's outlook.
As Caliph it was necessary for him to be orthodox,
and a Sunni before everything else, but his misty .
mind wavered between Sunni and Shiah, and in
such a manner that he found the respect or support
of neither. He was a pathetic old man, groping in
the shadows for the indefinable, and that'which he
sought had only the substance of a blacker shadow,
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